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CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELEVISION — AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT 

700. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 

I refer to the findings of the Auditor General’s report on closed-circuit television that was tabled today. The Blue 
Iris CCTV is not functional because the data is not accurate, complete, accessible or useful to investigators. 
There was the extraordinary finding that the Public Transport Authority, the largest CCTV owner, had not 
registered its large number of cameras on Blue Iris and that over 7 000 registrations have not been added because 
of a lack of GPS coordinates.  

(1) What measures will the minister be taking to ensure that front-line police have access to all available 
CCTV material to advance their investigations? 

(2) Why did the minister not provide the resources necessary to ensure that the system was set up 
appropriately? 

(3) Are additional resources or funding being made available to provide the necessary enhancements to 
upgrade Blue Iris so that it is fully functional? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question. I have not had a chance to read in detail the Auditor General’s 
report today. I have flipped through it, and some of my people have read it and given me some advice, 
but I have not had a chance to read it in detail. 

A member interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I was not. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: The Auditor General always offers briefings to ministers. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This was into police, not my office. I was not given a briefing. The first time that I or my 
office saw this report was today when it was tabled in Parliament.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That’s rubbish. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is not rubbish, I assure you; that is the truth. I have not had a chance to read it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sorry, but I have not seen it until it was tabled in Parliament today; that is an absolute 
fact. I understand what the problems are. Blue Iris is a great initiative. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You didn’t fund it properly, did you? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is the member’s interpretation. Blue Iris is a great innovation that has happened 
under this government. It is operated out of the communication centre in Midland, as members would be aware. 
The police have been encouraging any businesses, any individuals who have the ability to have CCTV to register 
with Blue Iris so that we can get the most comprehensive coverage possible. It links in with the Perth Cultural 
Centre, Transperth and so on. In fact we are seeing some of those images coming up in the command and control 
centre out at Maylands. Yes, there has been a breakdown in communication there. When the Office of Crime 
Prevention was moved as a separate unit into police as a whole, apparently we lost two full-time equivalent 
positions. I am told those FTEs are being replaced. It will be their job to get the database up to the standard that 
we as a government want and that the police want so that they can carry out their front-line duties. It will be of 
enormous benefit to police officers carrying out front-line duties to have access to the CCTV images that are 
collected under Blue Iris. There has been a hiccup, but I can assure members that Blue Iris is fully funded. It will 
continue to be funded, and it will be addressed as a matter of priority, because it is something that I, as the 
minister, certainly want to see. I am a great fan of CCTV.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Some of the member’s colleagues think it is just a humorous joke—they have no idea 
what is going on. In many other countries CCTV solves a lot of crimes. It can find who the criminals are. It can 
actually detect what is about to happen. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Victoria Park to order for the second time. I suspect the member 
for Girrawheen cannot hear the answer that is being provided by the minister. May I suggest to the people to my 
left collectively that they enable their member to hear the answer to this question. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When I said that police can actually detect a crime that may be about to happen through 
the use of CCTV — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: As was somewhat the case yesterday, I am inclined to close question time at this point. I am 
going to give the opportunity to the member for Girrawheen to ask a supplementary question, which I am sure 
she would like to do. However, I will close question time if the behaviour I am observing on my left and hearing 
on my left is to continue.  
 


